5

IMPACTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON BLACK LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT




Students Name
Course Title
Date










We are living in an era where technology has reached the peak of its success. Social movements around the world are on the increase with the need to respond to political as well as social issues. Traditionally, social movements found it challenging to communicate their ideas and strategies due to the lack of effective platforms[footnoteRef:2]. Recently, social movements have utilized modern technology such as the use of social media in mobilizing people around the world as well as communicating its strategies. Black Lives Matters (BLM) is an example of social movements in America that have gained popularity in the past decades. BLM Chicago is a social movement founded in 2014 when an increase of cases of police violence and killings were reported. The movement aimed at condemning the injustice acts by the police offices at Chicago as blacks were being killed, which was a violation of their rights. The movement has been able to use social media in several ways in accomplishing its mission and goals. [2:  
] 

BLM Chicago has been able to use social media such as Twitter in organizing, communicating as well as gaining publicity[footnoteRef:3]. With social media, the physical presence of individuals when planning or organizing has been majorly reduced. Members of BLM Chicago have been able to communicate with one another using social media and sharing their plans, such as when to conduct a protest. Social media has, therefore, increased their publicity, and this has had a positive impact as the injustices act has reduced. BLM Chicago has also been able to publicize her demands both to the local government as well as the National government using social media. The movement has done this by campaigning for the need to protect the rights of black people living in Chicago. As such, injustice, police officers have been accused of their acts and are punished according to the law. Furthermore, BLM Chicago has been able to use Facebook and other social media platforms to increase people’s awareness of their rights.  [3:  Carney, Nikita. "All lives matter, but so does race: Black lives matter and the evolving role of social media." Humanity & Society 40, no. 2 (2016): 180-199.] 

The movement has been able to criticize violent acts, racism as well as brutal acts of police officers towards black people. The movement has, therefore, achieved fighting for the lives of black people[footnoteRef:4]. Despite the achievements, BLM Chicago has faced many challenges on their use of social media as a way to achieve social reforms. Managing what people comment on the social media platforms of BLM Chicago has been a significant challenge to the movement. Some of the comments tend to increase tension, and this has made people to term the movement to be anti-police. Security agents have also been able to monitor social media of BLM Chicago, which has resulted in arrests. This has been a challenge to the movement as it has reduced the participation of people as well as their turn up whenever they call for a protest.  [4:  Carney, Nikita. "All lives matter, but so does race: Black lives matter and the evolving role of social media." Humanity & Society 40, no. 2 (2016): 180-199.] 

Although media has played an essential role in social movements, critics claim that it has more disadvantages to society. Critics associate terrorism and all acts of criminal activities with the social media of the BLM Chicago. They have argued that instead of the movement helping the society; it increases tension as well as encouraging racism. These critics have made the government target the founders and leaders of such movements whenever there a terrorist act happens. In avoiding such scenarios, social movements should be able to clearly state their activities as well as their mission to the government and law enforcers. Also, the content posted on social media should not offend anyone. It should respect the difference in culture, background, and ideologies as this help in fostering peace and understanding[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  Ashburn-Nardo, Leslie, Kecia Thomas, and Aspen J. Robinson. "Broadening the conversation: why Black Lives Matter." Equality, Diversity and Inclusion: An International Journal 36, no. 8 (2017): 698-706.] 
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